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Hannibal, Missouri 63401

3. Dr. and Mrs. Merrill Roller
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Hannibal, Missouri 63401
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1 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
Xcoop ) —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {iF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rockeliffe Mansion 1s a large two-and-a-half-story tuff brick house
with white trim, slited at the top of a steep hill overlooking Hannibal
and the Mississippl River. Its address at 1000 Bixd Street refers to the
botton of the steep drive that runs between retalning walls parallel to
the street and ascends to the south lawn of the house. Access at grade
" is avallable from Hill Street to the north. The south front of the house
is marked by a two-story portico of paired Corinthian columns with a
second-floor balcony inserted beneath a pediment and full entablature.
The entablature and modillioned coxnice continue around the house.

The west bay of the four~bay south front is set back slightly and
articulated as a two-story dependent wing, without the hipped rcof and
dormer windows of the main block of the house. The dormers have rounded
broken pediments. A large rectangular cupola, locally called an
‘observatory, crowns the composition. Balustrades which originally ran
around the upper slope of the maln roof and above the cornice of the west
wing were removed during restoration in 1967.” To the east an expansive
one-story porte-cochere on palred Tuscan columns protects the drive,
while a similar one-story porch extends across the west front. Originally
these porches were linked by a similar constructlion across the south front
of the house, but this proved to be unrestorable. Its removal revealed
the rock-face ashlar foundation and lower belt course; a similar string
course runs between first and second floors.

First-flooxr windows on the south front and west wing are an unusual
variant of the three-part Palladian or Serlian form, with a quasi-oval
nolding or lunette encompassing both the central fanlight and the tops of
the narrow flanking panels. The large central sectlons of these windows
are fitted with fixed panes extending to the floor inside. Other firsi-
floor windows also have decorated mullloned fanllights. More conventional
second-floor windows have flat tops with stone keys and corner voussolrs.

The interlor of Rockeliffe is richly detailed. The center—hall
stalrcase rises to a large round-headed stained-glass window on the
north facade, then divides into two returning flights, forming a broad
central area on the second fleor. The twin, garlanded newel posts are
topped by patinated coppexr torcheres fitted for dboth gas and electricity,.
as are post of the fixtures in the house. The hall and reception room
are paneied in ozk, while the library and dining room, in the southeast
and northeast corners, respectively, are paneled in mahogany. Each of
the fireplaces in the house 1s different, and the five main-floor fireplace
surrounds vary from ceramic tile to onyx and black, pink, and white marbles.
Wallpapar is original in all but one main roonm and includes two rooms in
"Japanese leather.” Maln-floor cellings are covered in painted canvas,
while the classical cornices found in several rooms are plaster, Adjacent

b,
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to the porte-cochere entrance 1s the "Moorish Room," which has scalloped
horseshoe and ogee arches on four black-painted Corinthian columns with
€11t capitals. About half the furniture throughout the house is original,
and more has been promised by descendants of the bullder. In addition,
the butler's pantry, icebox room, storage pantry and bathrooms retain
their orlginal fittings. The original heating system also remains, now
attached to a new boiler. An apartment for the caretaker has been created
from rooms in the northwest corners of basement, second and third flooxs.

The grounds of Rockcliffe wgre laid out in 1901 by O. C. Simonds,
"landscape gardener" of Chlicago.” The basic outlines of his original plan
survive. A broad walkway leads from the south portico down the hill
toward the Blird Street entrance, while the drive from Bird Street divides

* southeast of the house to form a circle that was originally planted with
roses, The stable, origlnally located near the northeast corner of the
property, has heen demclished.

Footnotes

1. Illustrations of Rockeliffe in i1ts original condition are found in
C. P. Greene, The Mirror of Hannibal (Hannibal, C. P. Greenme, 1905),
Pe 2423 Hurley and Roberta Hagood, The Story of Hamnibal (Hannibal:
Standard Printing Company, 1976), p. 1063 Hannibal City Directory
(Quincy, Ill.:; Hackman & Wallin, 1905), opposite p. 8; Sunday

Post-Dispatch Magazine, July 28, 1901.
2. The original planting plan survives in the house.




[ 1SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTOHIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC . COMMUNITY PLANNING —~LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEGLOGY-HISTORIC — CONSERVATION —LAW . —SCIENCE

—1800-1599 —AGRIGULTURE _~ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1698 XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY : __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MUSIC ) —THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATIQN/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
X _1900- —COMMUNICATIONS X INDUSTRY «PGLITICS/GOVERNMENT ~-OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES  1898~1900 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Barnett, Haynes and Barmett

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

¥hen J. J» Cruikshank, Junior's home, "Rockcliffe” was bullt it was
called “the most imposing, beautiful and costly residential structure in
this part of the state.” Evenzthen it was "invariably viewed by strangers
and tourists visiting Hannlbal"™, and today when it 1s open to the public,
1t maintains its attraction as an historic site. It is an outstanding
exanple of the Georglan Rovival style in the midwest, and a monument to the
lumber industry that gave Hannibal its prosperity in the post-Civil-Wax
veriod.

When J. J. Cruikshank, Senlor (d. 1890) moved his lumber business to
Harnibal from Alton, Illinois, in 1856 he was joining an already burgeoning
trend. Although Missouri did not itself have large lumber resources,
Hannibal turned its geographical position to advantage, using the Mississippi
River to float logs down from Wisconsin and Mimnesota and the railroads to
transport processed lumber to points west and south. In that first yeax
Cruikshank handled one million board feet of lumher. By the late 1830's
this flgure had risen to forty million annually,“and the Cruikshank firm
was justaons of a number of local lumber companies:s twelve in 1870, ten
in 1883." J. J. Cruikshank, Junior, succeeded his father as head of the firm
in 1864, and by 1883, before the real peag of the business, he was estimated
to be worth up to half a million dollars.” After the Civil War, like others
in his position, he expressed his affluence in a large Italianate house.

Its location on the southeast cormer of Fifth and Lyon Streets was just
across the street from the father of his wife, the former Mary E. Bacon,
and in the part o; town known as Millionaire's Row, In 1884 this marriage
ended In divorce,’ and two years later he married Annie Loulse Hart {born
1864}, twenty~seven years hig junior. In the next eight years, four
daughters were born to them,  and it is likely that the desire to please
and to show off this new young family encouraged him to consider building
a new and more fashionable house.

Rockcliffe was estimated to cost $950,000 and as much as $225,000
including the furnishings and grounds.”’ The Siis is perhaps the most
spectacular in a town rich in hilliland vistas, Part of it had been
bousht by Cruikshank years bvefore, while the rest had been owned by
Sumner T. McKnight, another lumberman,who had moved to E&nnesota. McKnight
had btuilt an imposing Italianate mansion there in 1878, and it had

pre~enpted the best view, so Cruikshank moved it about 80 feet to the west,
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which was a major undertaking for the time.xaThe architectural firm selected

to deslign the new house was one of the most emlnent in the state, the
successor toc George 1. Barnett, the English immigrant who had led the
profession in St. louls from the 1850's onward. Thomas P. Barnett (1870~
1929}, George I.'s younger son, was generally conceded to be the most
talented designer of the firm, which produced many bulldings inlg varlety of
styles before he withdrew from it to form his own firm in 1911, The
Georgian Revival style selected was in sharp contrast to the other large
houses in Hannlibal, but it was a style increasingly fashionable in larger
centers. In massing and detaillng, Rockcliffe looks back to the first
monument of the style, the H. A. C. Taylor Ho& a by McKim, Mead and White,
erected in Newport, Rhode Island, in 1885-86, Iike that house, 1t
employs eighteenth-century deslgn features such as dormers, hipped roof,
prominent chimneys and cornice, white trinm, and a center hall plan, but
it also has the broad porches and masslive scale that were then considered
appropriate to modern living.

Inside, Rockcliffe also reflects the influence of tastemakers such as
‘Stanford ¥hite in its use of European antiques and reproductions in
Renaissance, Georglan and Louls XV styles. The Moorish room, in style so
unlike the other rooms, derives from ige same fin-de-siecle clircles; Louis
Confort Tiffany had a comparable one. _

Soclally, the house worked as hoped. At the iyening reception in June,
1901, the Empire Orchestra played for 700 guests, Daughter Gladys was
married on the stair landinglén 1912, louise and Helen on the veranda in
1915 and 1925, respectively. The social high point came op.June 2, 1902,
when Mark Twain addressed some 300 guests from the stairway. 9 By that
time the lumberingzandustry had declined considerably, and by 1905 rafiing
was "almost past.” Je J. Crulkshank Junior's death in 1924 led to the
house's closing; it remained unoccupled for forty-three years. The
present owners purchased it in 1967 and, with the help of the Cruikshank
| A heirs, were able to return its interlors to their original appearance.

! An open Eiuse on June 14, 1968, attended by the wife of Governor Warren

Hearnes, marked the beginning of many new seasons of social prominence
for Rockeliffe, not only as a tourlst attraction but also as host to a
variety of community activitles.,

Footnotes

1. C. P. Greene, The Mirror of Harmibal (Hannital: C. P. Greene, 1905}, ’
Pe 963,
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2, Ibid.
3. Hannibal Evening Post, December 19, 1890.

4,

Se
6.

7.
8.

9.
10.

14,

15,

16,

Greene, ops git.y Hurley and Roberta Hagood, The Story of Hannibal
(Hannivals Standard Printing Company, 1976), p. 753 R. I. Holcombe,

History of Marion County, Missouri (St. louis: E. F. Perkins, 1884), p. 605.
Records of Hannibal Court of Common Pleas, case 5261,

Hannibal Historic Buildings Survey records, 1979.
Divorce granted Januaxry 18, 1884, case 5261, op. cit.

Gladys, boia 1887, Annie Louise 1850, Helen 1892, Josaphine 18G4,
Information courtesy of Mrs. J. Allen Eichenberger, Saverton, Missouri.

Greene, gv. cit.j Hagood, p.106.

The view from the site had already been depicted in Frank leslie's
Illustrated Newspaper, October 25, 1890, :

Records of Hannibal Court of Common Pleas, Case 6823,

Hannibal Courier Post Trade Review, January 1879.

It was 1llustrated by J. D. Roland, General Contractor and House Mover,
in his advertisement in the Hannibal City Directory (Quincy, Ill.: R.
E. Hackman, 1907), p. 80.

Carolyn Hewes Toft and Osmund Overby, The Saint louls 01d Post Office
(St. louiss Landmarks Association, 1979), p. 37.

Marcus Whiffen, American Architecture Since 1780 {Cambridge, Mass.:

The MIT Press, 1969), p. 1603 Antoinette F. Downing and Vincent J.
Scully, Jr., The Architectural Heritare of Newport, Rhode Island

(New York: Bramhall House, 1952 and 1967), p. 168, illustrated pl. 213.

Russell Lynos, The Tastemakcrs (New Yorks Grosset & Dunlap, 1954%),

pPe 171-174. Smaller houschold features utilizing Islamic motifs were
also called "Oriental booths" or "Turkish corners." See also John
Porgelliers, et al, What Style Is It - Part Two,™ Historlc Preservation,
Vol. 28, No. 3 (July-September 1976), p. 43.
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17.
18,
19.
20,

21.

Hannibal Morning Journal, June 13, 1901.
Information courtesy of Mrs. Hurley Hagood, Hannibal, Missourl,

Date courtesy of Henxry Sweets, Mark Twain Museum, Hannibal.

Hannibal Morning Jourmal, December 13, 1901 and February, 1905.
Hannibal Courier Post, October 26, 1967 and June 14, 1968,
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4., Holcombe, R. I. History of Marion County, Missouri. St. louls:
E. F‘ Perkins' 188“’, p- 605. .

ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 3

north by Hill Street (364 ft.), to the east by the unimproved alley
right-of-way (262 ft.) in Out Lot 76 that connects Bird and Hill Streets
and separates Lot 1 from lots 2 and 7. To the west (262 ft.) it is
adjacent to the remainder of Lot B of Out Lot 78 {1001 Hill Street) and
Lot A of Out Lot 78 (8 Stillwell Place and 1018 Bird Street).
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ITEM NUMBER 1] PAGE 1

2. James M. Denny, Section Chief-Survey

and State Contact Person March 7, 1980

Department of Natural Resources

Office of Historic Preservation 314/751-4096

P.0. Box 176

Jefferson City ' Missouri 65101
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February 13, 1981
Jil11 Johnson




When J.J. Cruikshank, Junior's home, "Rockcliffe" was built it was called "the most
imposing, beautiful and costly residential structure in this part of the state."!

Even then it was "invariably viewed by strangers and tourists visiting Hannibal"2,

and today when it is open to the public, it maintains its atiraction as an historic site.
It is an outstanding example of the Georgian Revival style in the midwest, and a

monument to the Tumber industry that gave Hannibal its prosperity in the post-Civil-tar
period.




















































